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The Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA) mission is to marshal and focus the resources and relationships 
needed to cure FA by raising funds for research, promoting public awareness, and aligning scientists, patients, 
clinicians, government agencies, pharmaceutical companies and other organizations dedicated to curing FA and 
related diseases. FARA will enter into relationships with corporations and accept corporate donations.  This 
policy is intended to ensure that the corporate relationships entered into and donations accepted by FARA are 
conducted in a manner consistent with our mission, guiding principles, and strategic initiatives and that FARA 
never compromises its independence or the organization’s credibility or integrity.

FARA’s involvement with the biopharmaceutical industry is essential to the accomplishment of its mission and, 
as a result, FARA will be transparent about such involvement (appropriate reporting to the IRS, public disclosure 
on website and in publications, etc.).  FARA will especially to be cognizant of the importance of transparency, full
disclosure, appropriate reporting, and unbiased presentations on our website and in our publications.

FARA shall avoid conflicts of interest, or even its appearance, when accepting donations from or forming 
strategic partnerships with corporations with interests in the research, development and commercialization of 
treatments for Friedreich’s ataxia. As such, if a FARA board member participates on a corporate patient advisory 
board, committee or any other similar entity organized by a corporate partner, that board member will recuse 
him/herself from any discussion around that partner. All FARA staff, board members and scientific advisors will 
sign FARA’s conflict of interest policy and provide conflict of interest disclosure annually.

● FARA may accept financial support from corporations in the form of grants, sponsorship, and/or 
professional support for educational purposes (e.g., conferences, videos, publications), fundraising 
purposes, and/or research initiatives (e.g., co-funding research grants). Any financial support from 

corporations will be limited to mutually agreed upon goals and will not create any additional expectation 
of reciprocity.

● FARA will always exercise independent judgment in all its decision-making. FARA retains sole discretion 
for the content, quality, and scientific and educational integrity of all sponsored programs, events, and 
publications. 

● FARA will not endorse any product for financial gain and/or as part of any corporate relationship. FARA 
will not recognize or certify the quality or standards of a particular company including its products or 
services. FARA’s name and logo should not be associated with a specific corporate branded product.

● FARA will disclose financial support received from corporations with interests in FA on its website 
annually and FARA will disclose financial and/or in-kind services from corporations, when requested.

● FARA will not enter into any exclusive arrangements in corporate relationships or partnerships.

● FARA will treat all corporate sponsors fairly and honestly.

● FARA’s board of directors will evaluate on an annual basis the total amount of corporate support 
received as a percentage of total FARA revenue.


