
We would like to personally invite you to join us on June 15 at The Argyros Theatre in Ketchum, ID
for a special screening of “The Ataxian.”  This film chronicles the journey of our dear friend, Kyle 
Bryant, and his team as they cycle across the United States as part of the Race Across America 
(RAAM) with the purpose of raising funds and awareness for Friedreich’s Ataxia (FA), a rare genetic, 
degenerative, life-shortening neuromuscular disorder.

When Kyle was 17, he learned that he was one of the only 15,000 people worldwide afflicted with FA. 
Kyle took this bleak situation and turned it into an opportunity to provide hope to the FA community 
and to empower others. In addition to completing RAAM, Kyle has completed several other long 
distance rides, directs the nation-wide rideATAXIA cycling program to benefit the Friedreich’s Ataxia 
Research Alliance (FARA), and recently released a book “Shifting Into High Gear” about his first cross 
country ride in 2007, from San Diego, CA to Memphis, TN in 59 days. 

We have been friends with Kyle’s parents, Mike and Diane Bryant, for over 35 overs. Mark and Mike, 
along with Mike’s brother, Steve, have been best friends since high school and they continue to be 
very close. The entire Bryant family, including Kyle’s brother Collin, Collin’s wife Jina and their 
children and other family members, as well as our family and work associates, are all involved with 
the Friedreich's Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA), and are very invested in their mission to cure this 
disease, through Kyle’s fundraiser bike rides.  We have supported and ridden in many rideATAXIA 
fundraising rides, which not only raise money for research but raise awareness about this disease. 
The Grassi and Associates family also sponsored Team FARA in Race Across America (RAAM) and we 
have donated wine tours, and tastings of Grassi Wines for auction items for many events.  Mark and 
I truly believe in FARA’s research and mission to find a cure.  Additionally, Kyle’s passion for finding 
a cure for FA is contagious in the best way possible.

We would like to invite you to join us in the fight to cure Friedreich’s Ataxia.  We appreciate any level 
and amount of donation, and also hope you are inspired by Kyle and all of the others with FA and 
their families.  Together we will CURE FA!

We're excited to designate the funds raised through this event to FARA. Thanks to funding provided 
by FARA, incredible progress has been made toward finding treatment. We are all very optimistic 
and hope you will share in our excitement by attending or sponsoring this event.

                                                                                     

  Jami and Mark Grassi

Sincerely,      

Dear Friends,
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About “The Ataxian”
How would you react to a life-debilitating and fatal illness?  In “The Ataxian,” one man shows the 
world that it is possible to take action and find hope under even the most life-threatening and  
daunting of circumstances.  At age 17, Kyle Bryant was diagnosed with the relatively unknown 
progressive neuromuscular disease, Friedreich’s ataxia (FA), for which there is no medication, nor 
cure.  As Kyle lost his ability to play his favorite sports and even walk, he began biking long
distances in a specially outfitted “trike.”  When he is finally relegated to a wheelchair, Kyle decides 
that enough is enough.  He enlists the help of three friends, Sean—who also has FA—Mike Mellot 
and John Lockwood, and along with a support crew, they embark on the “world’s toughest bike 
race,” the Race Across America (RAAM).  

In this feature-length documentary, filmmakers and childhood friends, Kevin Schlanser and Zack 
Bennett, capture what is a 9-day, non-stop, grueling 3,000 mile journey for anyone. . .much less 
someone with an energy-depriving affliction . . . a journey that starts in Oceanside, CA, and ends in
Annapolis, MD. What happens along the way inspires hope in the hearts of other families battling   
FA and nurtures a movement, known as rideATAXIA.  Set to an incredible soundtrack featuring
Bon Iver, Sigur Ros, Belle Brigade and others, the audience accompanies Kyle and his relay bike 
team through magnificent sweeping landscapes and the unbreakable spirit of a life-changing 
cross-country trip that shows: “life is about how we react”.

About Kyle Bryant
Kyle Bryant is an athlete, speaker, author, and director of rideATAXIA, a bicycle fund-
raiser for the Friedreich's Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA). rideATAXIA currently has 6 
locations nationwide and has raised over $7 million for FA research since 2007. 
Despite his diagnosis of FA at the age of 17, Kyle has completed numerous long 
distance bike rides including "The World's Toughest Bike Race," Race Across America 
(RAAM) in 2010 as part of 4-person team representing Team FARA.  Team FARA's 
journey is the subject of "The Ataxian,” a documentary film.
Kyle’s first book,“Shifting Into High Gear”, came out in Feb. 2019. kyleabryant.com

About Sean Baumstark
Sean Baumstark lives with Friedreich’s ataxia and embodies the mantra "get stuff 
done." He believes excuses hold us back from being our best. He is the founder of 
“de:terminence”, a non profit helping disabled individuals experience the beauty 
and power of physical achievement. He also co-hosts a weekly podcast, Two 
Disabled Dudes, encouraging listeners to "live beyond circumstances." He lives 
and works in Sacramento, CA. seanbaumstark.com.

About Kyle Bryant
Kyle Bryant is an athlete, speaker, author, and director of rideATAXIA, a bicycle fund-
raiser for the Friedreich's Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA). rideATAXIA currently has 6 
locations nationwide and has raised over $7 million for FA research since 2007. 
Despite his diagnosis of FA at the age of 17, Kyle has completed numerous long 
distance trike rides including "The World's Toughest Bike Race," Race Across America 
(RAAM) in 2010. This journey is the subject of the documentary film, "The Ataxian”. 
Kyle’s first book,“Shifting Into High Gear”, came out in Feb. 2019. kyleabryant.com

About The Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA)
The Friedreich's Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA) is a national, public, 501(c)(3), nonprofit tax-ex-
empt organization dedicated to the pursuit of scientific research leading to treatments and a 
cure for Friedreich's ataxia. FARA's mission is to marshal and focus the resources and relation-
ships needed to cure FA by raising funds for research, promoting public awareness, and aligning
scientists, patients, clinicians, government agencies, pharmaceutical companies, and other 
organizations dedicated to curing FA and related diseases. curefa.org



      

533 W. Uwchlan Ave  Downingtown,PA  19335

 General Admission Ticket - $20  (Suggested Donation)
  Includes access to screening and post-screening reception with light refreshments, 
  and book signing by Kyle Bryant.

SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS

                 $500
  2 VIP Tickets
  Logo or Name Recognition on the Big Screen

           $5,000
  8 VIP Tickets 
  10 General Admission Tickets
  Logo or Name Recognition on the Big Screen
              $2,500
  4 VIP Tickets 
  6 General Admission Tickets
  Logo or Name Recognition on the Big Screen
  
           $1,000
  2 VIP Tickets 
  4 General Admission Tickets
  Logo or Name Recognition on the Big Screen

TICKET OPTIONS

To purchase tickets or to become a sponsor, please visit
cureFA.org/TheAtaxianKetchum

EVENT SCHEDULE

PLATINUM :

GOLD :

SILVER :

BRONZE :

VIP Ticket - $200
 Includes Premium Seating during Screening, Swag Bag with Kyle Bryant’s book,
           access to VIP Party before the screening, the post-screening reception with light
           refreshments, and book signing by Kyle Bryant.

8-9 PM : ‘Meet and Greet’ in the reception area - includes light refreshments and small bites.
     Kyle will be signing copies of “Shifting Into High Gear,” which will be available for sale.

     
6-8 PM : Screening of “The Ataxian” at the Argyros Theatre, followed by a Q & A
     with RAAM Team Members Kyle Bryant and Sean Baumstark.

5-6 PM : Theatre doors open.
    Higher Ground, a local organization that provides recreational therapy,

will have a table set up providing information about their programs.

3-5 PM : VIP Party for VIP Ticket Holders only.
     Includes wine, beer, and heavy hors d’oeuvres prepared by The Haven.


