
Of note, the full-item set of the FARS had 25 items (total score of 125), and while the items used the total score were 

changed several times based on contemporary knowledge, the complete core-item set was always collected during the 

exams. 

Alongside the neurological exam the concept of Measuring Friedreich’s Ataxia also provides other instruments: 

1. A Functional Disease Staging (FA-FDS), scored 0 to 6 assessing overall mobility (e.g. 5 being non-ambulatory)

2. An Activities of Daily Living scale (FA-ADL, scored 0 to36)

3. The Timed 25-foot walk (T25FW)

4. The 9-hole peg board test (9HPT)
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